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The Role of Rail

Concentration of economic activity 

in the Regional Centre, matched 

with an expanding Journey to Work 

Area

Manchester has the largest travel-

to-work area outside London

Rail passengers tend to be 

employed in high value jobs.  

GM data indicates 71% of rail 

users are ABC1 compared to 36% 

in general population



Rail has been well placed to support changed economic 
and commuting patterns

GM labour catchment extended 

into neighbouring areas

Higher skilled 

occupations concentrated 

in city centres

Brownfield sites become 

new sites for housing



Rail has been a success story in the North West 

over past ten years .. but that success brings its 
own problems



Two Priorities

• In the short term there needs to be enough space on the trains for 

people who want to use them (more carriages)

• In the medium term there needs to be enough space on the track 

for all the trains (Northern Hub)



The Northern Hub

• Manchester is a crossroads in network

• The network is now over-stretched and this will impact on economic potential of 

North

• There isn’t space to run more trains

• Some places are difficult to reach

• Network Rail published plans in February

• Better, faster, links between cities in North

• Better links to Manchester Airport

• Capacity for more commuter demand, and opportunities to improve services

• Freight growth and new terminals can be accommodated

• Provision for High Speed Rail

• Strong consensus across North for this scheme



Network Rail’s solution

• Increase platform capacity

• Remove conflicts 

• Increase track capacity

• Connect the Calder Valley

• Radial routes



The preferred solution
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The preferred solution in the city centre

Victoria
improved passenger environment
additional bay platforms

Piccadilly
additional through platformsOxford Road

platform and
signalling 
improvements

Salford
Central

Salford 
Crescent

Deansgate
Ashburys

Ardwick

Ordsall Lane - Miles Platting
 mproved speedcapacity and i

Ordsall Lane
 new chord line

Ashburys - New Mills
 capacity and improved speed



The potential outputs

• Long distance routes

• Increased frequency

• New direct connections including to Manchester Airport

• Improved journey times

• Commuter corridors

• Increased frequency and improved journey times

• Direct services across Manchester

• Improved connections to city centre destinations

• Better connections from north east Manchester

• Freight

• Double capacity to/from Trafford Park

• Capacity for planned terminals



Appraisal

• £530 million capital cost

• £4,224 million present value total benefits 

• 4.0 Benefit Cost Ratio

• Better train performance

• Main changes to network can be built with minimal disruption



But transport schemes can deliver 

more…
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) Physical relocation causes further

agglomeration benefits

Impacts of business relocation

and job creation

Productivity impacts from influx

of more productive sectors

Productivity impact from time

savings


