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LOCAL ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT NETWORK
Workshop on Worklessness, Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans
Leeds – Friday 16th April 2010
The processes of Local Economic Assessments, Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans are designed to be inherently linked. The timeframes set out by Government for these processes are however varied with areas in receipt of Working Neighbourhoods Fund and Future Jobs Fund expected to have Interim Work and Skills Plans in place by April 2010.  

This event is designed to clear up some of the policy rhetoric around Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans and provide you with:
· An understanding of the heterogeneity of worklessness and tackling it;

· An understanding of the factors influencing worklessness;

· An overview of the policy relating to Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans;

· A mechanism for writing Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans;

· An opportunity to discuss with peers the purpose of Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans.

The agenda for the Worklessness, Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans workshop is detailed below. If you would like to attend the workshop please contact Laura Symonds, Administration and Events Assistant at CLES on (0161) 236 7036 or laurasymonds@cles.org.uk. 
LOCAL ECONOMIC ASSESSMENT NETWORK

Workshop on Worklessness, Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans
Leeds – Friday 16th April 2010
Agenda
9.30 – 9.45

Registration and Coffee

9.45 – 10.00
An update on the activities of the CLES Local Economic Assessment Network
Neil McInroy, Chief Executive, Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES)  
10.00 – 10.45

Why is tackling worklessness so complex?
Professor Steven Fothergill, Centre for Regional Economic and Social Research, Sheffield Hallam University 
Followed by Questions and Discussion

10.45 – 11.15
Worklessness Assessments and Work and Skills Plans 

Kenneth Barnsley, Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council 
11.15 – 11.30
Break
11.30 – 12.20
Linking worklessness into the Local Economic Assessment

Tasks and discussion
12.20 – 12.30

Closing thoughts
Neil McInroy, Chief Executive, Centre for Local Economic Strategies (CLES)  

12.30 
CLOSE
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