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Economic Geography

• Links to Leeds City Region as a whole

• Strong links with Leeds City, 14% of Wakefield 
residents work in Leeds

• Links between urban and rural economies

• Sub district economic areas, Wakefield, Five 
Towns, SE Rural Coalfield

• Green Corridor with Doncaster and Barnsley

• Neighbourhood profiles and SWOT analyses



Economic Geography – Leeds 

Leeds City Region



Economic Geography





Deprivation in Rural Areas



People and Communities

• Work and Skills Plan for the district being 

developed as part of Future Jobs Fund

• Worklessness assessment backed up by CLES 

Worklessness Toolkit

• Local plan based on Economic Regeneration 

Strategy and Geographic Programme

• Leeds City Region Work and Skills Plan being 

developed by April 2010





Business and Enterprise

• Structure of local economy, enterprise and 

innovation, work with LCR, Colleges. University 

links an issue, more grade A office space will help 

diversify into a more knowledge based economy.

• Business needs are a major gap in knowledge. 

Survey of industrial estates and business parks, 

working on overall business survey with Yorkshire 

Forward. Need to establish how far regulatory 

services support local business.



Sustainable Economic Growth

• Natural and historic environment; LDF, 

Greenspace, Woodland Strategy, LTP, work on 

Townscape Heritage initiatives. LDF waste 

development plan identifies waste stream by 

sector but other gaps in environment analysis

• Transport and infrastructure, bring LTP and 

Economic Regeneration Strategy together.  

Infrastructure study for LDF will be useful. Green 

infrastructure study under way.



Economic Competitiveness

• Draw on Economic Resilience study by Ekosgen

for Yorkshire Cities, Northern Way City 

Relationships study, Centre for Cities Report –

Cities Outlook 2010, Regenerating the Edge 

Towns – M62/M1 intersection Area, Issues and 

Opportunities.  IPPR study.

• Wakefield’s contribution to the Leeds City 

Region, build on existing strengths and match 

employment land to housing growth.



Activities so far

• Project Group in Wakefield Council

chaired by Strategic Housing and Economic 

Development Director

• Theme groups around;

– Infrastructure, LDF, PPS4 and Housing

– Business and enterprise

– People and Communities e.g. work and skills 

plan and worklessness assessment

– Others as required



Leeds City Region

• Successful RIEP bid to support Economic 

Assessment capacity in LCR

• Initial evidence sift by consultants for LCR 

Assessment

• Appointment soon of Economic Assessment Co-

ordinator to liaise with 10 economic assessment 

lead officers and ensure consistent approach e.g. 

to business survey so data can be compared and 

aggregated



Rural Strategy - Actions

• Staff Resources

• Effective participation of all Council service areas

• Financial Resources – not sure if we can use all 
or part of the £65k allocation

• Engagement and feedback from business, 
success of survey

• Other partners involvement through Partnership 
Information Group

• Ensuring LEA is strategy driven and not data 
driven

Local Challenges



Value of LEA

• Economic Assessment will help align strategies 
within the Council and Partnership

• Feed in to revised Economic Regeneration 
Strategy and Geographic Programme as well as 
Community Strategy and Corporate Plan

• Raise the profile of economic development and 
regeneration – statutory duty is helpful

• Encouraging investment in the district and the 
City Region and defining roles of districts in the 
LCR


