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Projected impacts of climate change
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Rising number of species face extinction

Increasing risk of dangerous feedbacks and 

abrupt, large-scale shifts in the climate system

Significant decreases in water 
availability in many areas, including 
Mediterranean and Southern Africa

Small mountain glaciers 
disappear  – water 
supplies threatened in 
several areas
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Rising intensity of storms, forest fires, droughts, flooding and heat waves

Possible rising yields in 

some high latitude regions



UK health inequalities picture

Slide reproduced from Marches Energy Agency

Developing countries:
80% of the world’s population
20% of cumulative CO2 emissions
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Cameron’s pledge: 

“the greenest 

government ever”

Coalition Programme 

for Government:

“climate change is 

one of the gravest 

threats we face, and 

urgent action at 

home and abroad is 

required”



substitution and 
efficiency:

decoupling growth 
from environmental 
damage
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The Myth of Decoupling
Source: Prosperity without growth, Tim Jackson (London, Earthscan 2009)



• Growth is unsustainable 

• De-growth is unstable

GDP = Labour x LPGDP = Labour x LPGDP = Labour x LPGDP = Labour x LP
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Growth is unsustainable

De-growth is unstable 



Your economy needs you...           



Establish the limits

Fix the economics

Change the social logic





www.earthscan.co.uk/pwg
www.prosperitywithoutgrowth.org

‘The crisis doesn’t only make us 
free to imagine other models, 
another future, another world. It 
obliges us to do so.’

President Sarkozy, September 2009

Prosperity
without 
growth?
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Establish the limits

Fix the economics

Change the social logic



a carbon budget for the Lake 
District National Park



the future is local: investing in 

neighbourhood infrastructure



Where’s the breakthrough?

“even if I would be happy to be the kind of person to 
constrain my own life in all sorts of ways, and not 
heat the house much, and in my cold lonely 
existence also not eat much, as a politician I can 
tell you that that is not the manifesto which is going 
to win the next election.” Oliver Letwin MP, 2009
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